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CHRISTMAS 
JULETRE 

FEST! 
 

 
FINAL NEWSLETTER EDITION 

(UNTIL A NEW EDITOR IS FOUND) 
 

Lauderdale Lodge’s 2009 Schedule of Events 
December 12: Christmas Party 
December 16: Coral Springs Holiday Parade 
January 23 or 30: Installation of Officers Dinner 

Next Business Meeting 
Wednesday, January 6 at 7 pm. Location is to yet to be 
determined. Subject to change. Everyone is welcome!  

Please contact the editor of this newsletter, Laila Kitchen at 954-572-8211 or lailanorway@hotmail.com to submit your photos to the newsletter 
or website, to get newsletters by email in color, or if you have comments or questions. 
Lauderdale Lodge member addresses or newsletters from other lodges are available upon request. 
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From the Lauderdale Lodge President  
Dear Brothers and Sisters of Lauderdale Lodge: 
During the last 3 years that I have been President, MANY positive changes have occurred in Lauderdale Lodge.  
We made some short term and long term goals and have accomplished most of them. One of the main goals was 
to get our Viking Ship afloat to attract media attention and increase membership for Lauderdale Lodge. 

After being in dry dock for more than 15 years, excitement about restoring a major symbol of our Norwegian 
Heritage was renewed.  It has been wonderful to see our Viking Boat come to life again. Being recognized in the 
2008 Winter Fest Boat Parade was a great surprise as was winning an award in the Coral Springs Holiday Parade. 
GO VIKINGS! 

Restoration of our boat also gave us the opportunity to participate in the SON Regattas. And, even though our 
rowing teams are still getting used to working together, it has been a GREAT honor to see Lauderdale Lodge win 
awards in the last several SON Viking Regattas. Thanks, Jan, for all your hard work and manual labor, to all the 

“rowers” who have volunteered to propel the boat, and thanks to all who donated money for its restoration. Thanks for the TEAM spirit that made it all 
possible. 

Another ambition was to find ways to increase membership by being more visible in the community. The BOD thus made the decision to participate in 
the Humane Society and Breast Cancer Walk-a-thons. When Jane Rubinov joined the BOD, she worked hard to find other avenues for SON to be 
visible in the community. It has been great fun AND we let South Florida know that Lauderdale Lodge is alive and well! 

As 2009 draws to a close, it is time to start thinking about planning for SON Socials and the election of new officers. As you can see from the past few 
newsletters, a call has gone out to the general membership asking for volunteers to fill positions that are soon to be vacated.  From a leadership 
standpoint, there are several VITAL positions that need to be filled: 1) Newsletter Editor and 2) Membership Committee Chair and 3) Cultural Director. 
Every position on the BOD plays an important function in the workings of this organization, and not having representation in these vital roles will have 
an effect on the Lodge. We will miss Laila Kitchen, Geoff Kitchen and Dr. Gerald Stopczynski who have relinquished their positions and we thank them 
for their service to our lodge. 

According to the rules and regulations of the Son’s of Norway Charter and Constitution each of the above positions need to be filled according to these 
guidelines, including the office of president. Unless I abdicate, I shall remain President until such time that a proper election is set forth to the general 
membership. The candidates for re-election are as follows: 

President: Dr. Karen E Engebretsen-Stopczynski 
                  Nominee: Chickie Olsen 
Vice President: Willy Hansen 
Secretary: Suzan Van Handel 
Financial Secretary: Peggy N. Ellefsen 
Treasurer/Historian: Liva Willemsen 
Social Director: Else Springer 
Cultural Director: OPEN 

Sports Director/Counselor/Trustee: Aage Halvorsen 
Publicity Director: Jane Rubinov 
Webmasters: Erik Lynn and Michelle Lynn 
Editor: OPEN 
Foundation Director: Jan Natås 
Marshalls: Gerd Foss and Irene Whist 
Greeter: Alice Danielsen 
Membership Committee: OPEN 

Unfortunately, I was unable to attend the last BOD meeting and some decisions were made without my knowledge or proper Voting procedures and I 
would like to address these issues. 

First, the date of the next Social was changed to December 12. Since my schedule was already planned for the month of December, I may not be able 
to change my plans and thus, may not be there for the final Social of the year. It would be a shame to have to miss Santa and this final Social of the 
year. 

Second, according to the minutes, the residing BOD members decided against a BOD meeting in December to map out plans for next year. Since the 
BOD set the tone for Leadership and direction for the rest of the Lodge, I am suggesting that a meeting be schedule in the month of December. It will 
be held at Dr. Karen's, office 1876 N. University, Plantation, FL 33323. Anyone is welcome to join the BOD and offer feedback. 

Third, I believe the Newsletter is the Life-blood of our Lodge and we need to find a way to keep it alive. Laila has done a magnificent job, and it will be 
very hard to fill her shoes. It is appreciated that EVERYONE is busy with day-to-day living, AND making a commitment to manage this task will be a 
labor of love and dedication to SON and our Norwegian Heritage. Will someone reconsider??? 

Although I only mentioned the names of a few BOD members, I wish to personally thank each and every board member for faithfully showing up every 
month at our BOD meetings and fulfilling the obligations for the positions. You have all done a GREAT job and it has been an honor to serve with you. 
The next Lauderdale Lodge event will be on December 12th at the Scandinavian Center in Davie and the dinner will feature Norwegian Christmas Pork 
Rib and we will have our raffle of course.  So please bring donations for the raffle. Also, Parents, please remember to BRING A WRAPPED PRESENT 
FOR YOUR CHILD! 

Fraternally yours,  
Dr. Karen Engebretsen-Stopczynski 
President of Lauderdale Lodge 3-475, SoN. 
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**CHRISTMAS DINNER** 
**JULETRE FEST** 

Parents: 
Please bring Christmas gifts for Santa to hand out to your children! 

BRING A NEW GUEST AND WE WILL GIVE YOU 6 FREE RAFFLE TICKETS! 

 
Saturday, December 12, 2009 at 7 p.m. 

LOCATION: The new "Scandinavian Center” 
2950 S Flamingo Road, Davie, Florida 

Directions: Exit I-595 at Flamingo Road, go south 
and turn left at SW 26th St, make an immediate right turn onto road parallel to 

Flamingo and go south until you see the Norwegian flag by the entrance. 

Menu: 
Norwegian Christmas Pork Rib (Svineribbe), pork patties and sausage 

With red cabbage, sauerkraut, carrots, gravy and potatoes 
Price at the door: Adults - $20.00**, Children 13-17 - $10, under 12 - Free) 

**Or pre-pay by sending a $17.00 non-refundable check to Financial Secretary Peggy 
Ellefsen (address on next page) received on or before Wednesday before event. 

Please bring desserts or cookies to share and donate raffle items! 
Call if you need a ride! 

 
Anyone can attend! You do not have to be Sons of Norway member! 

If you would like to become a member and receive many benefits, 
 please see page 7. 

 

We need your feedback about our lodge activities and meetings! Do you have any talents you want to share 
with us? Maybe singing, dancing or playing an instrument? Would you like to participate in a play? We 
welcome any ideas.  
 

We need new volunteers on the board to fill important positions now! Especially the Editor 
position since the current Editor is stepping down and we do not have anyone to do the 

critical job of sending out the newsletters. Please help by contacting  
Laila at 954-572-8211  
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2009 Lauderdale Lodge Officers 
President:    Dr. Karen Engebretsen-Stopczynski (954) 296-5345 (cell), drkaren@earthlink.net  
Vice President:   Willy Hansen, (954) 461-3985 (cell), norwilly3@aol.com  
Secretary:   Suzan Van Handel, (954) 561-8131, suzkvan@yahoo.com 
Financial Secretary:  Peggy N. Ellefsen, (305) 931-0975, pege99@bellsouth.net 
Treasurer/Historian:  Liva Willemsen, (954) 785-3121, livandy@comcast.net  
Social Director:   Inger-Lisa Skroder, (305) 205-0570, IngerLisa@TrinityAirAmbulance.com 
Assistant Social Director:  Else Springer (954) 235-3067 (cell) 
Cultural Director:   Geoff Kitchen (954) 572-8211 (home), gk4n6guy@gmail.com 
Sports Director/Counselor/Trustee: Aage Halvorsen, (954) 581-6627, agehalvorsen@earthlink.net 
Publicity Director:    Jane Rubinov, (954) 448-8377 (cell), janeerub@bellsouth.net 
Webmasters:   Erik Lynn and Michelle Lynn, (561) 305-7987 (cell), lynnman5000@yahoo.com 
Editor:     Laila Kitchen, (954) 572-8211 (home), 954-993-7737 (cell), lailanorway@hotmail.com 
Foundation Director:   Jan Natås, (954) 462-2030 (home), (954) 319-6690 (cell), jan.natas@yahoo.com  
Marshalls:   Gerd Foss, (954) 522 3464, gerdfoss@aol.com 
    Irene Whist, (954) 726-8855, inewhist@cs.com 
Greeter:    Alice Danielsen, (954) 229-0311  
Membership Committee:  Dr.Gerald E. Stopczynski, (954) 572-0297 
 

Boosters 
It's easy to be a booster! We need 
your support - just $ 10.00 per year 

helps to cover the expense of 
publishing your newsletter.  

Boosters, mail or give your check to: 
Peggy Ellefsen 

2460 NE 214 Street 
Miami, FL 33180 

New Members 
Christine Rome                 11/08 
Linda Danielsen                  3/09 
Lars Erik Struck                  3/09 

In Memoriam 
Hans G. Engebretsen  10/11 
Shirley Engebretsen-Fane    10/11 
Eric Engebretsen                     10/11 
(by Dr. Karen Engebretsen-Stopczynski)  
Edward Stopczynski                 10/11 
Jane Stopczynski                     10/11 
Lorraine Stopczynski                10/11 
Gary Rollins                              10/11 
(by Gerald E. Stopczynski) 
  
NACC/Norwegian Shipping Club Events (E-mail 
nscnacc@yahoo.com or phone: 954-270-0515) 
December 4 - Christmas Dinner at Jacaranda 
January 30 - Membership Drive 
The Norwegian Seamen’s Church Events 
(www.sjomannskirken.no/miami) 
December 24 - Church Service in Davie at noon and 
Miami at 3pm 

  

Boosters 
Ruth Eikevik - 12/09 
Willy Hansen - 4/10 

Frances and Roy Olsen – 9/11 
Lorraine Whitaker - 4/12 

Frances and Roy Olsen – 9/12 

Boosters 
Shirley Meucci - 4/10 
Birger Sovik - 5/10 

Ruth Eikevik - 12/10 
Allen Larsen - 10/10 

Dr. Karen Engebretsen- 
Stopczynski – 10/11 

Dr. Gerald E. Stopczynski – 10/11 
Everett Ellingson - 12/2017 

 
BIRTHDAYS 
For a free scoop of ice cream on your birthday go to www.baskinrobbins.com/BDayClub or 
www.coldstonecreamery.com/Birthday/birthday_club.aspx  
 
Name Month DayName Month Day 
Cecilia R Johnsen 12 3 Gayle K Hansen 12 17 
Kjell O Olsen 12 9 Bengt K Sannes 12 19 
Greta Whist 12 9 Alessa Arnone Schjoren 12 19 
Grace Olsen 12 10 Aage H Halvorsen 12 22 
Noah E Haugen 12 12 Kjell A Haugen 12 22 
Guttorm Hauge 12 13 Lorraine Whitaker 12 22 
Edna Pedersen 12 13 Christine M Rome 12 25 
Lloyd T Pirl 12 13 Suzan K Van Handel 12 27 
Oddvar Haugstad 12 16 Malcolm Moe 12 28 
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Business Meeting Minutes October 21, 2009 at 7 pm 
Attendees:  Willy, Laila, Geoff, Peggy, Liva, Else, Jane, Irene, Gerd, Jan, Suzan and new board member Chickie Olsen. 

Laila read the minutes and they were approved.  Jan reported about the Jensen Beach Regatta, he was the only one from the rowing 
team that attended and Peggy and Gayle Hansen was there too from our lodge.  They had a really nice time. Jan got other lodge 
members to help out and they rowed in the race after all.  They unfortunately lost the rutter but still came in 3rd place.  Jane reported 
about the 1st annual Scandinavian Golf Tournament where she, Irene and Liva worked as volunteers.  It was at the Mizner Country Club 
with the Seamen’s Church and almost a lot of money was raised. Laila brought up the Christmas Boat Parade and asked if we will be in 
it this year if we hire someone to tow us– but Jan said it would be too much work, we can not steer and Jane is making a new dragon 
head.  Willy made a motion to see who would want to have the boat in the Christmas Boat Parade and no one voted.  Willy also asked 
who would be attending the Norwegian Shipping Seamen’s Lutefisk/Faarikaal Dinner at the Port of Miami – Chickie and Liva said they 
would go together. Peggy reported we had 29 adults and 11 children at the Halloween Social last Saturday night.  We made a profit of 
$104.34.  And we all had a great time.  Great costumes by everyone!!! We decided to no longer pay the extra fee for the 
vacuuming. Liva said the bank keeps charging us $5 each month because we do not have enough balance in our savings account – so 
we decided to move this money to the checking account and close the savings account.  Willy mentioned there is a Christmas Bazar in 
November for the Seamen’s Church and they were looking for volunteers.  Also December 4th the Seamen’s Shipping Club is having 
their Christmas social at the Jacaranda County Club at 7pm if anyone is interested in attending, $85 a person. He also said we could 
have our Christmas dinner at the Seamen’s Church which we changed to December 12th.  We all agreed that would be great.  Laila 
made a motion to give $100 to the Church for using the place for the Christmas dinner – we all agreed. Willy said he would be Santa 
Claus and he and Aage will make a traditional Norwegian Pork Rib (not Pork Roast this year) with pork patties and sausage, sauerkraut, 
red cabbage, and potatoes, and cloudberry and cookies for dessert.  The dinner will cost $20 a person, children under 12 are free and 
children 13 – 17 will be $10. Parents bring the presents. The place should already be decorated by then but Else, Liva and Jan will go 
and pick up our things at 40-8 before the event. Irene will bring her CD-player if we do not pick up our stereo. Tables can be found in the 
garage, where we can sell the drinks. Willy will give Else the code for the place. We will be making Norwegian krumkaker and cookies at 
Liva's house if anyone is interested in helping. This will be on Thursday, December 10th from 12 noon to night time.  Liva also said Andy 
will make Kransekake. Jane informed us that on Wednesday, December 16th at 6 pm in Coral Springs they will be having their annual 
Christmas Parade and that we could participate and tow our decorated Viking Ship and have music and guests on board.  She needed 
$25 for entry fee which we agreed to give her.  We discussed new board members, as it is that time again for installation.  Our new 
board member Chickie Olsen said she would love to get involved and hopefully help our club.  She mentioned that a good fund raiser 
would be to have each member write their favorite Norwegian recipes to share in cookbook, especially since next year is our lodge's 
45th anniversary.  She also mentioned it is very important to let our members know how important they are.  She is willing to become 
the president next year if we decide this. Jane suggested doing something special next year such as interviewing our lodge founders. 
We also briefly discussed next year's installation in January and board. Laila will contact George Teigland about doing the installation. 
Willy accepted being the Vice-President again. We need a new Editor, but since we have no volunteers the next newsletter will be the 
last one. For the time being after January Irene said she could at least send out the menu and location for our next year's 
upcoming socials such as the April picnic at Jan's house and 17 Mai celebration. Next Board Meeting will be Wednesday, January 6, 
2010 at 7 pm, location to be announced.  Everyone is welcome!   

 
 

Please continue to support our restoration by making your donation checks payable 
to "Lauderdale Lodge" and send to Peggy Ellefsen at 2460 NE 214 Street, Miami, FL 33180.  
Make sure you indicate that the money should be used for the Viking Ship restoration.  Thank 
you to the people below who have already donated!  
Gold ($400 and over): Erik Iversen   Bronze ($200 and over): John Haagensen, Everett 
Elligson, Inger-Lisa Skroder, Nancy Boeckler      Benefactors (less than $200): William & 
Nancy DeMarchi, Bill & Suzan Van Handel, Laila Kitchen, Shirley Meucci, Norma 
Kristoffersen, Ingrid Fine, Liva Willemsen, Peggy Ellefsen, Gerd Foss, Ruth Eikevik, Solveig 
Blindheim, Herman Sorin, Sharlis Wheeler, Bill Springer, Geoff Kitchen, Toralf Lea, Aage Halvorsen, Rainbow Legal and 
Medical Services, LLC (Gerald Stopczynski), Dr. Karen Engebretsen-Stopczynski, Everett Ellingson, Jon Templeton. 
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News from the Norwegian Consulate  
Please be advised, as of December 1, 2009, passport applications may no longer be accepted by any Honorary 
Consuls or Honorary Consuls General. As of January 1, 2010, we will begin using biometric technology. This 
means any applicant in the United States will need to present themselves to either the Embassy in Washington 
D.C, or to the Consulate General in Houston, New York or San Francisco, whereby a passport size photo and 
fingerprints will be taken together with completing the passport application. Fees remain the same. 
 

Norway Best Place To Live: UN Report 

An annual report by the United Nations has found that Norway has the highest standard of living for 
its citizens.  

The BBC reported that the UN looked at life expectancy, literacy rates, school enrollment and country 
economies to make their decision. The country that came last was Niger, the landlocked West African 
nation. As the BBC noted: 

Norway's consistently high rating for desirable living standards, is, in large part, the result of the 
discovery of offshore oil and gas deposits in the late 1960s.  

Niger, however, is a drought-prone country which has sometimes struggled to feed its people.  

AFP reported that due to improvements in education, income levels and life expectancy, China moved 
up seven places on the list to rank as the 92nd most developed country. The Irish Times noted this was 
one of the few long term trends noticeable in the data. 

Afghanistan was a new entry, having previously not been included due to a lack of reliable data, 
according to the AP. It entered the rankings second to last, just above Niger. 

The top ten was as follows: 

1. Norway 
2. Australia 
3. Iceland 
4. Canada 
5. Ireland 
6. Netherlands 
7. Sweden 
8. France 
9. Switzerland 
10. Japan 

The United States placed 13th. 

For more information on the rankings, visit the UN Human Development Reports. 

For information on emigrating to Norway, please visit the Norwegian Directorate of Immigration. 

Source: http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2009/10/05/norway-best-place-to-live_n_309698.html  
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BECOME A MEMBER! Mail to Peggy Ellefsen at 2460 NE 214 Street, Miami, FL 33180 
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Call Inger-Lisa at 954-771-7911 
This advertisement expires January 2010 This advertisement expires December 2009 

This advertisement expires October 2011 
 

This advertisement expires October 2011 
 

 
 

 
 
Sons of Norway  
Fort Lauderdale Lodge 3-475 
11000 NW 28th Street  
Sunrise, FL 33322  
 
Remember to save used  
stamps for Tubfrim! 
 
  
 


